
 
TO:        PASO ROBLES CITY COUNCIL 
 
FROM:     RONALD WHISENAND, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
 
SUBJECT:    PLANNING COMMISSIONER RECRUITMENT 
 
DATE:       MAY 2, 2006  
 
 
 
Needs: Consider options for filling a mid-term Planning Commission vacancy 
 
Facts: 1. Planning Commissioner Eric Mattke resigned from the Planning 

Commission effective April 12, 2006. 
 

2. Commissioner Mattke’s term was not due to expire until December of this 
year.  His departure creates a vacant unexpired term on the Commission. 

 
3. The City annually recruits for Planning Commission members beginning in 

November of each year to fill terms that are due to expire in December. 
 

4. Section 2.20.030 of the Municipal Code (Attachement 1) states in part; “If 
vacancies occur, other than by expiration of term, such vacancies shall be 
filled by appointment for the unexpired portion of the term.” 

 
Analysis 
and 
Conclusion: Eric Mattke’s departure creates a vacancy on the Planning Commission which 

is best filled mid-term in order to ensure sufficient membership to conduct the 
Commission’s business.  Section 2.20.030 also provides direction to the 
Council to fill the position “mid-term.” 

 
 Various options exist to the Council to fill the vacant Commission seat.  Staff 

has initiated a notice requesting applications for Planning Commission 
appointments ahead of the normal November schedule (Attachment 2).  The 
Mayor has also received word that former Planning Commissioner Ron 
Johnson has volunteered to fill the vacant seat through the end of the term in 
December of this year. 

 
 Chapter 2.20 of the Municipal Code provides maximum flexibility to the 

Council in filling unexpired terms.  Section 2.20.030 states; “The members 
shall be appointed by the mayor with approval of the city council…”  
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Therefore any of the options outlined below would be consistent with adopted 
Council policy. 

Policy 
Reference: Chapter 2.20 of the Municipal Code 
 
Fiscal 
Impact: None 
 
Options: a. Appoint former Planning Commissioner Ron Johnson to fill the 

unexpired term until December 2006. 
 
 b. Receive applications through the early recruitment notice, hold 

interviews, and appoint a new commissioner to fill the unexpired term.  
If this is not the Council’s preferred option, then staff will advise 
candidates applying at this time that their applications will be kept on 
file until the annual recruitment begins in November of this year. 

 
 c. Amend, modify or reject the foregoing options.   
 
Attachments: 
 

1. Section 2.20.030 of the Paso Robles Municipal Code 
2. Newspaper Notice Calling for Planning Commission Appointments 
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